
The Original Track 
 
The following is an extract from ‘Sketches of the Present State of the Colony of South Australia (1850)’ which 

describes part of the author’s journey as he travelled from Cape Jervis to Encounter Bay, which at those times 

must be via Second Valley, Yankalilla and Inman Valley. 

“The entrance to the Great Gorge is of rather an 
impressive character, but the eight stony creeks we 
had to pass before we could emerge from its recesses 
were much more impressive. 
It required all the skill and coachmanship of our driver 
to get the carriage safely through these gullies of rocks, 
and even some care in passing them on foot. We 

blocked our springs to prevent their action over the 

stones, but the blocks deserted us at the first burst 
over the boulders, and tossing the vehicle about like a 
shuttlecock, the passages fairly undid all our work. 
We, however, accomplished this matter of ricocheting 
over the eight nuisances, something in the fashion, of 
schoolboys ducks and drakes; and felt rejoiced when 
we had done so, and were driving close, under the last 
and most lofty-looking precipice which crowns the exit 
from the valley. 

Of this road we must observe that it is not the usual one. It was taken by us to avoid the Stony Pinch. It 
since appears that a road round this 'bugbear ' to travellers has been found by the bullock drivers, much 

easier of passage, but the proprietors of the drays were, as yet ignorant of it. 
 
Looking back at the scenery, it really appeared of a very grand nature, and, with the subordinate hills 
diverging on each side of the pass, formed a Brockedon-like subject for a picture. One of the hills on the 
right, as viewed immediately after passing the gorge, presented the almost perfect shape of a pyramid. 
We now entered upon a level tract of sand scrub, interspersed with 'Bay of Biscay land,' and crossed the 
River Bungilla into the flat of the same name, bounded by the little stream near the farm of Mr. Barrett.” 
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An Inn was built along the adventurous track with it 

referenced only as the ‘Two Storey Inn’. At the moment it is 

unknown when it was established. In 1857 the construction 

of the new road and bridges across the Yankalilla River and 

through the Little Gorge spelt its demise, the last Licensee 

being T. Jack in 1858. Stone was reused to build farm houses 

near the relocated road. 

A photo taken in 1938, showing what remains of the ‘Two 

Storey Inn’. Very little remains of the ruins today. 

Approaching the Little Gorge, Sells, A. 1879 

(Suggest looking north toward Little Gorge entrance) 


