
Military Service 
 

Garnet Kelly enlisted for service in the Australian Army in March 1916. He was 32 years and 6 months which 

could be considered relatively old for an enlisting solder. It appears that Garnet had already applied and been 

rejected for service. On his application form, one of the questions was “Have you ever been rejected as unfit for 

his Majesty’s Service? If so, on what grounds?” To this Garnet’s response was “Yes, teeth.” This looks to be 

supported by his ‘Dental Examination of Recruits’ record which shows that he required 8 teeth filled, 1 

extraction and “Artificial teeth required - Part Lower”.  This time he got in, and his service to friends and 

country was true and profound. 

The death of a ‘pal’ and fellow soldier was far too common on the battle field. 
However, the letters sent to Garnet’s family by his commanding officers and 
the following extract from his Sergeant, G.A. Maine, illustrate a highly 
respected individual. This letter was written on the evening of Garnet’s death. 

“...I would like to say in token of appreciation of Garnet, that of all the 
company he was the best soldier of all of us and never was there a 
straighter or cleaner living fellow than he, also at no time was any task to 
big for him and when under fire he was just the same. A game chap sadly 
missed and hard to be replaced he was there to do his utmost for the cause 
that he was fighting for and any job that he was put to, he was full of work 
and interest at it ‘til it was finished. I can’t say how much we thought of 
him he was there always to be relied on and never shirked an iota of work 
and nothing a trouble to him.” 
 

Understandably, the death of Garnet affected his family greatly, immediately 
and for the long term. One of the most immediate was the sale of the 
Anacotilla Station in 1919. The property had been in the family since mid 

1850’s, built up by Garnet’s grandfather and then his father with the support of Garnet for the previous 20 
years. The family moved to Hughes St, North Unley. There is much correspondence between the War Office 
and his family, particularly his mother, during the ensuing years on subjects of obtaining his belongings, the 
return of his body for burial in Australia and possible improvements of his final resting place in France. All 
correspondence displays the heartfelt loss of the family and is responded to with courtesy and understanding. 
 

On January 8th 1918 in ‘The Express and Telegraph’, Heroes of the Great War, KELLY. – To the most dear and 
honoured memory of our only son and brother, Lance-Corporal Garnet F. Kelly, Killed in action, January 8th, 
1917, in France. This continued every year to 1931. 
 

 

 

 

 

Sapper Garnet Francis Kelly's name will be projected onto the exterior of the Hall of Memory, Australian War 
Memorial Canberra, on Sunday 20 May, 2018 at 5:22 am 

 
Cité Bonjean Military Cemetery, 

Armentières, France 


